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This is the only juvenal specimen in the AMNH series. It has not under-
gone its first prebasic moult. The crown, mantle, back, rump and tail are
uniformly dark olive-brown. Lores are very dark blackish-brown. The chin
is white. The throat, breast and flanks are brown. Feathers of the belly are
off-white, becoming darker towards the tips, which have light brown terminal
edges, giving a slightly mottled appearance. The undertail coverts are tan,
Wings ate dark olive-brown without paler edging to the coverts or remiges.
Overall, this juvenal plumage resembles a dark version of the Pachycephala-
and Poecilodryas-type.

No soft part colours are given on the label but M. LeCroy (i /it.) gives
the following description: “from the skin it appears that the bill was quite
dark with yellow at the gape and on the upper edge of the lower mandible at
the base. The legs and feet appear as though they were yellowish or fleshy,
much lighter than in the adult™.

Thete are no juvenals of P. hattamensis in the AMNH collection; none has
yet been described.

Acknowledgements: 1 wish to thank Mary LeCroy for the information on the soft part
colours. While at the American Museum of Natural History my work was supported by a
Frank M. Chapman Memorial Grant.
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Golden Eagle Aguila chrysaetos breeding in
Oman, eastern Arabia

The breeding of the Golden Eagle Agwila chrysaetos, only once previously
reported anywhere in Arabia, was proved in the Sultanate of Oman, eastern
Arabia, by the discovery (by MRB) of 2 downy chicks, 2—3 weeks old, on a
tree nest in the central desert region on 21 January 1981. On 8 February

- 1981 MDG found one chick in a second nest about 110 km to the southwest,
where MRB had seen 2 fledged young perched above the same nest on
3 April 1980 (MDG & MRB in press, Sandgrosse).

In the first nest one chick was seen being harried by its sibling and was
found dead on 30 January (P. Harris pers. comm.), the survivor fledging on
4 March. A backward projection (R. F. Porter 7# /i#2.) suggests the cycle:
courtship and nest-building late September to early November, first egg laid
very approximately 18 November, first chick hatched very approximately
1 January. From these and our other sightings in 1980-81, and from 4 other
unoccupied nests, A. chrysaetos would appear to be a scarce breeding resident
in the desert and semi-desert of Oman, wherever there are suitable trees
(such as Prosopis cineraria) and prey (mostly hare Lepus capensis).

The only other published report of the Golden Eagle breeding in the
Arabian Peninsula was of one chick and one egg (75 X 6o mm) removed

[ from a cliff nest near Jeddah, SW Saudi Arabia, on 6 February 1948
(Meinertzhagen (1949), Ibis 91: 465-482; G. B. Popov i /itt.). Popov’s
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photograph of 12 March 1948 shows the chick about 6 weeks old (R. F.
Porter 7n /irz.). M. P. Walters (pers. comm.) recently re-examined one of the
2 eggs collected by B. Thomas (1931, Geogr. J. 78: 209—242) from a tree nest
in the Hadh Muzariq sands of the Empty Quarter of Saudi Arabia at about
20°44'N, 51°30’E in mid-January, and considers that at 77.4 x §5.9 mm it is
too big for Abyssinian Tawny Eagle A. r. raptor, as suggested by Kinnear
(1931, Ibis (13)1: 698—701), and, excluding Imperial Eagle A. heliaca on
account of the latter’s more northerly breeding range, it is almost certainly
an egg of the Golden Eagle, apparently the first evidence of breeding in
Arabia.

Regarding distribution elsewhere, M. C. Jennings, who kindly gave us
details of his researches for “The Birds of Saudia Arabia: a Check-list’ (1981),
considers the species to be a rare breeding resident in Hejaz and Northern
Hejaz. In North Yemen, Thiollay & Duhautois reported display and they
suspected breeding (Oisean 46(3), 1976: 261~271). In Sinai a chick was
removed from a cliff nest on 4 March 1927 (Meinertzhagen (1930), Nicol!’s
Birds of Egypt, Vol. 2: 385). In Israel in 1981 there were about 15 pairs
(Y. Leshem 7# /7#2.). This evidence supports the probability that the Golden
Eagle is a scarce resident breeder in the desert and semi-desert of Arabia.

1o December 1981 M. D. Gallagher
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